
Printmaking Unit: 
Dry Point Etching using Expressionism
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Angelica Kauffman (Swiss, 1741–1807) 
[Self-portrait] Etching, 1770



Thérèse Holbein (German, 1785–1859)



• German Expressionism refers to a particular point in art history just 
before World War I that culminated in the development of new 
styles of art across mediums as diverse as film, painting, architecture 
and cinema throughout the country.

• But perhaps the most under appreciated artistic movement was the 
use of printmaking to develop new artistic forms, respond to the 
political upheaval at the time, and provide records of violence 

• Through a slew of other artistic time periods, Expressionism 
stands out for a few reasons. First, the movement was developed in 
ways that broke radically from conventions of portraiture. Up until 
this point, artists often used a more realistic style to paint things as 
they are. However, German Expression broke down the notion of 
objective forms by distorting realistic images.



In Inspiration, Kollwitz employed three different intaglio printmaking techniques: etching, aquatint and 
stippling. Etching is a chemical process where lines are drawn onto a metal plate that is covered in a mixture 
of substances called ground, and then soaked in a chemical bath where the chemical react to the unexposed 

lines and create the etching.

































FALA Student Examples:



Lovenia Libby



Liliah Boatman



Sophia Capalby 



NATIONAL STANDARDS
CREATING Anchor Standard 1: Generate and 
conceptualize artistic ideas and work
Anchor Standard 2: Organize and develop artistic 
ideas and work
Anchor Standard 3: Refine and complete artistic work
RESPONDING Anchor Standard 9: Apply criteria to 
evaluate artistic work
CONNECTING Anchor Standard 11: Relate idea and 
works with societal, cultural and historical context to 
deepen understanding



Assignment: 
• Using Song lyrics, a quote, passage in a book or a poem create a visual images that 

EXPRESSES those words and their meaning. 

• Grab a piece of plexiglass size of your choice, trace it in your visual journal 3 times. 
Make 3 sketches. 

• When you have an image you think is best utilizing, space, shapes, line to make a 
dynamic composition, trace the drawing with plexiglass on top with a sharpie. Use 
hatch, cross-hatched lines to develop the piece, fill the space.

• Using a file, soften the edges to a bevel. 
• Start using your etch tool to mark your plate. 
• A demonstration of ink application and the print press will show you the process of 

making your print on paper. 
• When it is dry, you may want to embellish the print with watercolors, markers, 

pastels, or colored pencils.



PRINT
PROCESS 


