Art Studio Fall 2012

Visual Journal “Thirty” Assignment Progress check ½ complete: 
September 17 & Due: October 18, 2012

Campus Art doors, boards, etc… complete by September 12th. 
Assignment: DIPTYCHS deadline TBA

Choice of media is yours. 

1:a 2-leaved hinged tablet folding together to protect writing on its waxed surfaces 

2: a picture or series of pictures (as an altarpiece) painted or carved on two hinged tablets 

3: a work made up of two matching parts 

VISUAL JOURNALING IN THE 21st CENTURY


Description: Visual journaling has existed throughout history as a process of reflective thinking, and as a record of image making. Throughout history great thinkers recorded and reflected on their ideas using a variety of visual journaling techniques. From Thomas Edison’s light bulb sketches to DaVinci’s journals of flying machines to Stephen Hawking’s space-time diagrams, 

Just as reading and writing helps us to build a mental dictionary of words and language, drawing the world around us helps us to build mental images that enhance our visual dictionary. The more we enrich this visual dictionary through practice, the better informed our visual memory becomes. We can then call on this stored resource when we need to draw from our imagination, which makes this process much easier as we are better able to anticipate how the world fits together. 

Da Vinci (1452-1519) carried a visual journal with him at all times so that he could record ideas, impressions, and observations as they occurred. Evidence of visual journaling throughout art history can also be seen in the visual journals of Norwegian expressionist Edvard Munch (1863-1944), glassine drawings of contemporary artist Eric Fischl (1948- present).

Visual Journal Websites: 

Michael Bell (online at http://mbellart.com/sketchbooks.html and at http://visualjournaling.com). 

http://www.slideshare.net/djmunson/what-is-a-visual-verbal-journal?
Prompts:

Go to http://www.journalfodderjunkies.blogspot.com/search/label/challenge
Art Studio
30 DAYS: DUE October 6th 
a) “THIRTY”
This will be a traditional bound sketchbook consisting of 30 pages that must include:
10 pages text (combined with imagery that reveals your thought process)
10 pages observational drawings
     (5 pages color/ 5 pages black & white)
10 pages collage/mixed-media 
     (Collages should not reveal their source, and should be manipulated in a way that makes    
     them original by taking the original idea out of context and placing them into a new context              
     “your context” in order to fit the theme of your sketchbook)

b) Mixed Media BOOK (30 or more pages)“BEYOND TRADITION”
List of Projects – Choose one from the list below 

1. Thematic Sketchbook- (Your Choice)…any theme goes!
     Ideas: “Today I feel…”, “I’m angry that…”, “To help change the world today I…”, “Today I gave up…”, “Today I won’t…”, “If I fed the real hunger inside me I’d”, “a book of fears”…
2. Altered Book- Begin with an existing book and add to it, or subtract from it, or rearrange it – in 
short, alter it in some way. 

3. Choose 1 social issue/concern. Create a double page spread that reflects each view of selected social issue/concern.

· What you feel is the cause of this social issue.

· What you feel is the solution of this social issue.

· What you feel is everyone else's reaction to this social issue.

· What is your reaction or feeling about this social issue.

4. Illustrate- Illustrate an existing text.  Or, write your own original text, poem, screenplay or series of songs then illustrate it, illustrate an unwritten story (create a narrative with images alone), make an abstract or non-objective book from found materials, or make a book that’s more about its materials than its contents (making sure the text is used for its visual – not literary properties)…If you write your own original text, personal memory and history are particularly good places to start.

c)  “THE VISUAL DIARY PROJECT” Photography (30 or more photos)

Incorporate the concept of a traditional diary as the basis of a 30 day project.  A diary is a daily record, so begin by considering what would be interesting conceptually and visually that 
you could photography & record daily.  The thing you record may be personal, or not.  Brainstorm 
possible ideas using a thinking map to determine what physical/visual form each of those ideas 
would produce and how it would benefit you most?  Collecting found objects, recording in words or numbers, charting, photographing, mapping, drawing, sewing…can all be employed within this visual diary.  The possibilities are endless.  
